The family as victim in trauma.
In trauma, the intense immediate need for medical intervention and stabilization has focused attention on the victim's physical injuries, and away from the traumatic psychosocial impact on his life and family. Trauma teams are prepared to respond quickly and efficiently to sudden life and death situations, with the most up-to-date knowledge, technology and care. Until recently however, little organized, comprehensive attention has been given to the psychosocial responses of the patient and the family. It is now time to prepare ourselves to offer this other important aspect of trauma care--the psychosocial component. As a part of this preparation, I would like to present the Family as Victim in Trauma.